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Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure as filed on September 14, 2006 is objected to 
because in line 10, it appears that the word "remarkably" should be changed to - - 
markedly- - inasmuch as the specification does not describe the reduction in 
maintenance time and expense as being "remarkable." 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The reference character 1 1 , shown in figure 4, is not described in the 
specification. 

On page 5 of the specification, in line 1 the term "embodiments" should be 
changed to - -embodiment- - because only one embodiment is disclosed. In lines 1 1 
and 12, it is not clear how many connection cores 1 are being described. Are there a 
pair of (two) cores 1 at each end of the track unit, or is there only one connection core 1 
at each end? 

On page 6, in line 1 layers of fibers and iron cores are described as being 
inserted into each rubber molding. Since these iron cores do not appear to be shown in 
the drawings, and the specification is silent as to what comprises the rubber molding, 
the specification is non-enabling for the track or rubber molding including iron cores, 
and it is not clear how a track might have both the steel cores 2 and the iron cores. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Clainns 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 it is not clear if the "rubber" in line 4 is the same as the "rubber track" 
of line 1. 

In claim 2 there is no antecedent basis for the "both sides" and the "leading ends" 
of the connection cores. Further, the claim lacks antecedent basis for the "both sides" 
and the "surfaces that face each other." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fukushima (Japanese Published Application 04-133878). 

Fukushima discloses a separable rubber track comprising a plurality of segments 
(figure 6) each comprising a plurality of steel cores 12 for engaging a sprocket, a pair of 
connection cores 20 disposed at the ends of the segments and connected to the steel 
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cores (at least through the rubber track), and coupling members comprising a top 33 
and a bottom 35. The connecting cores include pins 23 rotatably received by the 
coupling members in grooves 32 to connect the ends of adjacent segments. The 
coupling members 33, 35 are fastened together using bolts 38. 

The intended use of the track, such as on a tank, is given no patentable weight. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references show other track connections. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Russell D. Stormer whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6687. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 
4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

*** 



/Russell D. Stormer/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3617 



